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concept or understanding of how
much fun a nocturnal exhibit can
be,” Simmons said.

Visitors won't be in total darkness
when they enter the exhibit. They
will get time to adjust their eyes in a
special display that tells the story of
how creatures adapt to the night and
use other senses besides eyesight.

For example, some animals see
in ultraviolet light while others sense
body heat. Special blue and red
lights will be used for displays and
walkways, but only when necessary.

“The first exhibit will be rela-
tively bright,” said Simmons.
“Then they will get dimmer and
darker all the way through.”

One of the first animals visitors
will see is an aardvark, probably
rooting around for termites in an
old, rotten stump. The stump was
harvested from the forest surround-

ing the zoo along the Missouri River,

“That is a really wild, cool ani-
mal,” said Simmons. Keeping the
aardvark company will be bush ba-
bies, porcupines and owls.

Later, visitors will catch a
glimpse of a colony of fossae. Half-
mongoose and half-clouded leop-
ard, the fossa (pronounced foo-sa)
makes its home on Madagascar.

“This is the ultimate predator,”
Slrnmons said. “These guys will eat

rc% they'll catch — mice, rats
and birds. These guys are total car-
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The zoo hopes to breed the fos-
sae, found in only three other zoos
in North America, and other ani-
mals that inhabit the exhibit.

Children will be allowed to climb
around cave structures, with their
parents’ permission, and splash in
water. One of the unique features is
a waterfall inside a huge cavern.
There's also a stream that flows into
the deep hole at the other end. But
Simmons said that’s only an illu-

sion. The waterfall and hole are two
separate water systems.

There’s also a hollow baobab
tree that kids can walk inside and
peek at animals through a series of
windows at various heights.

The bat cave should be a hit, too.
There are about 800 bats behind a
mesh barrier. The goal is to increase
that population to 3,000. Most are
fruit- and nectar-eating bats. Even-
tually, the zoo hopes to install ther-
mal-imaging cameras to track bats
as they fly in the darkness.

Next door are the reptiles, in-
cluding some bat-eating snakes.

“We've got a (reptile) collection
that would be the envy of a lot 'of
people,” said Simmons.

After walking through a lofty
cavelit by shafts of hght visitors will
enter an old naﬂper s cabin and the
swamp area. They will be greeted
by the croaking of 40to60 bu]lfrogs,
possibly the screeching of owls and
the splashing of beavers and alliga-
tors. An undulating wooden board-

walk across the 115,000-gallon
swamp will take them across the
water. Murals on the far walls, man-
made cypress tree trunks and spe-
cial lighting will help create the illu-
sion of a swamp. At the far end of
the swamp, visitors will be able to
peer inside a beaver den.

Along with the more exotic
species in the swamp — like flying
squirrels and a white alligator —
there will be ordinary ones, too.

Like possums.

“Nobody displays them,” said
Simmons. - There also will be
muskrats and big, slithering snakes.

“A lot of swamp creatures come
from Nebraska, except alligators,”
Simmons said.

Don't worry about the snakes
getting loose. A protective barrier
will keep that from happening.

Said Simmons: “I don't think a
water snake on the (board) walk
will go over well.”
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